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246 000 ASYLUM SEEKERS IN EUROPE IN 1996 
This issue provides an overview of the evolution of asylum applications in Europe in 1996. The focus is on 
changes in major groups of applicants to the 15 European Union Member States, the EFTA countries and the 
IGC Overseas States" (Australia, Canada and the United States of America). In addition, this issue presents, 
for the first time, monthly citizenship from a new database on asylum applications in IGC participant States since 
1992. 
Highlights* 
• The overall downward trend in the number of asylum applications that began in 1993 continued in 1996, 
but was less pronounced. 
In 1996, the total number of asylum applications in the 15 EU Member States, Norway and Switzerland 
decreased by around 46 000 from some 292 000 in 1995 to some 246 000 in 1996, an overall decrease of 
16%. The overall decrease in 1996 in Europe is mostly due to fewer asylum applications from 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. As regards the IGC Overseas States, the 
total number of asylum applications is down from 181 000 to 158 000, a decrease of 13%. 
• Among receiving countries, major decreases from 1995 to 1996 occurred in France, Germany, the 
Netherlands, Sweden and the UK. 
• Small increases from 1995 to 1996 occurred in Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Norway and Switzerland. 
• Half of all asylum applications were registered in Germany, as was the case during the preceding fouryears. 
• The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Turkey continued to dominate asylum applications in Europe in 
1996. 
This bulletin on asylum-seeker statistics for 1998 is a product of the continued collaboration between Eurostat 
and the Secretariat of the Inter-governmental Consultations on Asylum, Refugee and Migration Policies in 
Europe, North America and Australia (IGC), initiated with the publication of Statistics in Focus 1996-1 
"Asylum-seekers in Europe 1985-95". 
* It is not possible to harmonise the data on applications from Yugoslavs and the citizens of former Yugoslav Republics because of the 
different and overlapping categories used by reporting countries. Caution should be exercised when using these data. 
eurostat 
STATISTICAL OFFICE OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 
L-2920 Luxembourg — Tél. 4301-1 — Télex COMEUR LU 3423 
B-1049 Bruxelles, rue de la Loi 200 — Tél. 299 1111 
This quarterly bulletin has been produced by the "Regional Indicators and Accounts, Popu-
lation and Geographical Information System Unit" at Eurostat and the Secretariat of the 
Inter-governmental Consultations on Asylum, Refugee and Migration Policies in Europe, 
North America and Australia (IGC). The data presented are collected annually by Eurostat 
from the EU and EFTA countries and on a monthly and annual basis by IGC from their 
participating countries. Besides regular extractions from the database, this Bulletin tries to 
present a summary analysis of the priniciple patterns and trends in asylum seeking in the EU 
and EFTA countries and in the Member States of the IGC. The current issue addresses the 
question of asylum seeking by citizens of Iraq, Sri Lanka and Somalia. 
The Secretariat of the IGC 
The Secretariat of the Inter-governmental Consultations on Asylum, Refugee and Migration 
Policies in Europe, North America and Australia (IGC) arranges meetings, prepares docu-
ments, provides statistics and analytical reports to the following governments: Australia, 
Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, the United Kingdom and the United States of America. It is an informal 
non-decision making forum for information exchange and policy concertation for 9 EU 
Member States, 2 EFTA (Norway and Switzerland) and 3 Overseas states (Australia, Canada 
and USA). 
For further information please contact: 
Mike Bisi (IGC) Tel: (41) 22 979 93 62 Fax: (41) 22 979 90 58 
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The number of asylum applications in Europe 
in 1996 is back to the 1988 level 
The overall number of asylum applications registered 
in Europe in 1996 was back the level of 1988. From 
1988 to 1992, there had been a steady upward trend 
which was then succeeded by an overall downward 
trend, starting during 1992­1993 and continuing in 
1996. This downward trend became less pro­
nounced in 1995 and again in 1996. This was the 
case both in the EU Member States and in the EFTA 
countries. In Denmark, Germany and Switzerland 
the number of asylum applications in 1996 was the 
same as the level in 1988. A different picture 
emerged in the UK, the Netherlands and Belgium where the 
level in 1996 was higher than in 1988. In contrast France, 
Norway and Sweden all experienced a lower level. 
Main receiving countries in 1988 and 1996 
Germany stood out, in both 1988 and in 1996, as the 
recipient of almost half of all asylum claims in Europe. 
During the peak in 1992 the German share of the total 
reached more than 60 %. While France and Sweden played 
a significant role before the asylum peak in Europe, these 
countries were replaced by the UK in 1992 and by the 
Netherlands in 1996. 
Figure 2: 
Main receiving countries in 1988,1992 and 1996 as a percentage of total applications in Europe 
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Table 1: 


















































































































































































































1 Data on asylum applications do not include dependents 
2 Data do not include minor dependents 
Decreases in both the EU and the Overseas 
States in 1996 as compared to 1995 
404 000 asylum applications were registered in the 
15 EU Member States, Norway, Switzerland, and 
Australia, Canada and the United States of America 
in 1996. Of these applications, 226 000 were regis-
tered in the EU Member States, 20 000 in total for 
Norway and Switzerland and almost 158 000 in IGC's 
Overseas States combined (Australia, Canada and 
the United States of America). 
More specifically, concerning the 15 EU Member 
States, Norway and Switzerland the total number of 
asylum applications was down from some 292 000 
in 1995 to some 246 000 in 1996, a decrease of 16%, 
reaching the lowest level observed since the first 
collection year 1988. Moreover, as regards the Over-
seas States the total number of asylum applications 
was down from around 181 000 to 158 000 in 1996, 
a decrease of 13%. 
Only 3 countries in EU 15 registered an increase in 
1996 
3 EU Member States witnessed an increase in 1996. 
8 EU Member States followed the overall downward trend 
in 1996. 
Significant decreases occurred in France (-3 000 or 16%), 
the Netherlands (-6 400 or 22%), Sweden (-3 300 or 36%) 
and the UK (-25 000 or 46%). Slight increases were seen 
in Austria (+1 000 or 18%), Belgium (+1 000 or 9%) and 
Denmark (+800 or 15%). 
The distribution of the total number of asylum applications 
broken down on a quarterly basis in 1996 shows - as in 1995 
- that the lowest levels were registered in the 2nd quarter 
of the year and the highest in the 4th quarter of the year. 
Table 1 : 


















































































































































































































Turkey and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia 
are the main sending countries In 1996 
Turks were the most important citizenship group claim-
ing asylum in Europe in 1996. Yugoslavs (including 
Bosnians) were in second position and Iraq was the third 
most important sending country. Compared with 1995, 
Iraq saw a significant increase in 1996. The rise in the 
number of asylum claims from Iraq occurred alongside 
a major decrease of asylum claims from Bosnia-Herze-
govina. This was the result mainly of fewer applications 
being registered in the Netherlands and Switzerland. 
Although the number of asylum applications in Europe 
has returned to the level of 1988 not all the sending 
countries are the same. The Federal Republic of Yugo-
slavia and Turkey remain major sending countries. How-
ever, Central European Countries - mainly Poland and 
Bulgaria - are no longer major sending countries (Fig.3). 
Major changes In 1996 can be attributed to 
developments In Germany 
The decrease in the number of asylum applications 
registered in 1996 from the Federal Republic of Yugo-
slavia mainly reflected a decrease in applications in 
Germany. 
Germany was the recipient of the largest number of 
asylum claims from eight of ten main sending countries. 
Only France received more claims from Romania and 
the UK and Denmark received more claims from So-
malia. Germany's share of claims from Turkey was 82% 
of all such claims registered in the EU. 
Table 2: 
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Main sending countries in 1988,1992 and 1996 as a percentage of total applications in Europe 
1988 1992 1996 
Poland 1 
Turkey Η 
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Table 2: 




















































































































































































































































Rest of the World 
Figure 4: 
Total asylum applications in Europe from Bosnia-Herz. 
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SPECIAL SECTION Monthly asylum applica­
tions from Iraq, Sri Lanka and Somalia, 1992-
1996 
Some first results from a new database of asylum 
applications by month and by citizenship (since 
1992) in IGC participating States are presented in the 
following tables. The major sending countries highlighted 
here have not been part of the overall downward trend in 
applications in Europe. Numbers from Iraq showed an 
overall increase, whilst those from Sri Lanka and Somalia 
remained fairly stable. 
Figure 5: 
Asylum applications in Europe from citizens of Iraq, Sri Lanka and Somalia, 1992-1996 
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Figure 6: Iraq ëürotta 
Change in the number of asylum applications from Asylum applications from Iraq to EU-15 in 1996 
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Figure 7: Sri Lanka 
Change in the number of asylum applications from Asylum applications from Sri Lanka to EU-15 in 1996 
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Figure 8: Somalia 
eurotta 
Change in the number of asylum applications from Asylum applications from Somalia to EU-15 in 1996 
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For further information 
Eurostat 
Migration Statistics 1996 
Demographic Statistics 1997 
Asylum-seekers and refugees, a statistical report; Volume 1, EU Member States, 1994 
Asylum-seekers and refugees, a statistical report; Volume 2, EFTA countries, 1994 
Statistics in Focus "Population and Social Conditions": 
1994-7 Non-nationals form over four percent of total population in the European Union 
1995-3 International migration flows in selected EU countries -1992 
1995-11 Acquisition of citizenship by naturalisation in the European Union -1993 
1996-1 Asylum-seekers in Europe 1985-1995 
Quarterly Publication 
1996-1 Asylum-seekers in Europe 1995 
1996-2 Asylum-seekers in Europe in the first six months of 1996 
1997-1 Asylum-seekers in Europe in the first nine months of 1996 
List of Working Papers 
E4/1997-1 Comparing data sources for measuring international migration in 
Central and Eastern Europe 
Michel Poulain - Université Catholique de Louvain 
E4/1997-2 La mesure des courants de migration internationale entre la Belgique, 
d'une part, le Danemark et la Suède, d'autre part 
Ingvar Johannesson, Statistics Sweden, Örebro Anita Lange, 
Danmarks Statistics, Copenhagen 
Michel Poulain, Institut National de Statistique, Bruxelles 
Mars 1997 
E4/1997-5 Long-term internal migration scenarios for the countries of the European Union 
Nicole VAN DER GAAG, Evert VAN IMHOFF, Leo VAN WISSEN, Netherlands 
Interdisciplinary Demographic Institute 
May 1997 
E4/1997-6 Long-term international migration scenarios for the European Economic Area 
Andries DE JONG, Harry VISSER, Statistics Netherlands 
June 1997 
E4/1997-8 Improved migration statistics - An evaluation 
Ingrid MELIN - Statistics Sweden 
3/1998/E/n°1 Indicators of migration between the Republic of Ireland and the United Kingdom 
Central Statistics Office, Ireland Office for National Statistics, United Kingdom 
December 1997 
3/1998/E/n°2 Swiss-Swedish joint study on cohort-based asylum statistics 
Torsten Torstensson, Krister Isaksson, Swedish Immigration Board 




Summary Description of Asylum Procedures in States in Europe, North America and Australia, 
October 1995 (Blue Book) 
Report on Temporary Protection in States in Europe, North America and Australia, August 1995 
(Purple Book) 
Illegal Aliens: A Preliminary Study, June 1995 (Red book) 
Raport on Unaccompanied Minors, July 1997 (Pink Book) 
Raport on Family Reunification, March 1997 (Pink Book) 
IGC asylum data can be found on the IGC Homepage at http://www.igc.ch 
Definitions, abbreviations and symbols: 
For more information on definitions: see Eurostat's publications on Asylum-seekers 
and IGC's Blue Book 
EUR 15: Belgium (B), Denmark (DK), Germany (D), Greece (EL), Spain (E), France (FR), 
Ireland (IRL), Italy (I), Luxembourg (L), Netherlands (NL), Austria (A), Portugal (P), Finland (FIN), 
Sweden (S) and United Kingdom (UK). 
EFTA countries: Iceland (IS), Liechtenstein (FL), Norway (N) and Switzerland (CH). 
Overseas states (Others): Australia, Canada and USA. 
: No further breakdown available 
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